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FOUR PROMISES, FOUR CUPS: REDEMPTION INTO COVENANT

Pesach is often defined as “freedom from slavery.” This is true, but the Torah’s framing goes
deeper. The Exodus is not merely an escape from Egypt; it is the L-rd forming a covenant nation.
Before Sinai, G-d states the goal in covenant language: “I will take you to Me for a people, and [ will
be to youa G-d” (Ex. 6:7).

In Exodus 6:6-7, redemption/liberation unfolds in four specific promises, often called the “four
expressions of redemption.” In Jewish teaching, these are commonly associated with the four cups
wine we drink at the Seder.

e “I'will bring you out” (Separation): G-d breaks the yoke of oppression and brings His people
out from under its burdens.

o “I will rescue you” (Release): We are no longer defined by Pharaoh’s ownership or Egypt’s
system.

e “I will redeem you” (Redemption): The L-rd acts as Liberator “with an outstretched arm,”
intervening with power and judgment on behalf of His people.

o “I will take you” (Covenant): The climax. Israel is claimed as the L-rd’s people in a “marital”
relationship of belonging and obligation.

The first three promises are freedom from; the fourth is freedom for. The Torah insists that
redemption culminates in relationship. It is belonging to the L-rd and living as His people.

This is why the four cups matter at the Passover (Pesach) Seder. The Mishnah requires four cups
for all Israel at the Seder, even the poor, because Pesach is not a luxury observance. It is the
shared inheritance of a liberated people.

This is also where Yeshua’s words at His final Seder resonate with biblical force. Luke records that
“after supper” He took the cup and said, “This cup is the renewed covenant in My blood, which is
poured out for you” (Luke 22:20). He is not importing a foreign theme into Pesach. He is speaking
the language of covenant renewal promised to Israel and Judah (Jer. 31:31-34), where G-d
pledges to write His Torah on the hearts of His people and restore them.

Stated simply, the Exodus created a nation. Messiah’s atoning death secures covenant renewal for
that nation. The L-rd’s goal—“I will take you to Me”—is not merely external membership, but
inward faithfulness. Pesach, therefore, is not only a memory of deliverance. It is a declaration of
whose we are.

As we drink the cups this Pesach, we do more than recount history. We announce the shape of
redemption: brought out, rescued, redeemed, and taken. The question Pesach presses on us is
not only “Are we free?” but “Whose are we?”

We are His.
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Join us for Shabbat service, every Friday evening at 7:30 PM.
We livestream our services to YouTube.
YouTube: www.youtube.com/c/CongregationOhrChadash
PayPal: paypal.me/ohrchadash
Facebook Page: www.facebook.com/CongregationOhrChadash
Zelle: ohrchadashoffice@gmail.com

Stump the Stars, Jewish Style meets here at the synagogue at

7:00 PM; see reverse for calendar. You can also join us by
Webex, ohrchadash.my.webex.com/join/ohrchadash, or watch live on
YouTube, youtube.com/c/CongregationOhrChadash.

Email your questions to stumpthestars@gmail.com.
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